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The Seventh Sun

A Tribal Tale From Odisha
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The Mundas are a tribe of people who live far away from India’s cities in Jharkhand, Odisha, Bihar, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Assam and even in
Bangladesh. The language they speak is called Mundari. Well-known amongst the Mundas is Birsa Munda, a young lad who was regarded by the tribe
as a prophet who dared to challenge the might of the British rulers in the nineteenth century. Their surnames suggest their closeness to nature - Topno
(from tree ants), Kongari (a rare bird) Jojo (tamarind), Horo (tortoise), Bhuinya (earth).
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Long, long ago there were seven suns in the sky. Their rays made the earth
so hot that human beings could not bear it.
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So, the seven brothers belonging to a tribe called Munda decided to
kill the suns. They shot arrows at them and were able to kill six of the suns.

The seventh sun hid behind a hill.
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Now, with the suns gone, there was darkness everywhere. The deer
could not see the tigers, the elephants bumped into trees, the rabbits
walked over the lions and there was confusion all around.
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To find a way out, the animals decided to have a meeting. A rabbit

told them about one of the seven suns who was still alive and hiding
behind a hill.

But who would be the best one to call out to the sun?
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“I will call out to the sun,’said the lion, for he was the king of the forest.

“Sun, sun, please do not run away from us. Come back and shine on us,’
roared the lion.

But the sun did not listen to him.
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The elephant called out next. He raised his trunk and trumpeted, “Sun,
sun, please come back,” but the sun did not listen to him.
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The beautiful peacock danced and pleaded, “Sun, sun, please come back,’
but the sun refused to come out. One after the other, all the animals
called out to the sun, but he did not listen to any of them.

Finally, a rooster offered to call the sun. Everybody laughed. The lion was a
fair leader. He said, “The rooster should be allowed to try.”

'.'-.Iu.'

39 Y@ MR bl aRl &tl 30l olc-olTd bR ATdell hl, *JI1 ABRIST, PUI
chb dTU 3iT SIS, UR JI1 T fop oA A a1 of g3y, fBur-four 8t a1l
Qeh-Qab ohab AR ST6laR] of JT ohl dellol bl cbIforer cbil UR Jol o fob
31T @1, 330l fepAt oI Qb of Joil

3MRAR 31, 93l of sl fop 3A JoT bl getlel bl sAlopT feaT ST | $H UR A

8 Us| cifchel QIR Qob sAITURI RASTT &1l 3ol chal, ‘3ol ol it sitopr e
StrelT anfad |’







The rooster stepped forward and gently crowed, “Kookoodokoo-koo!”
To everyone’s surprise, the sun peeped out a little from behind the hill.
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The rooster crowed again, this time a little boldly, “KookoodoKOO-KOO..”
The sun came up a little higher. The rooster crowed for the third time. This

time it was louder and bolder, "KOOKOODOKOO-KOO..” and the sun
rose high and bright. There was light everywhere.

The animals were delighted and the humans felt relieved.
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The animals asked the human beings not to kill the sun and |
they agreed. Ever since that day, when the rooster crows in the morning, ~ *
the sun rises and shines in the sky.

SiTelaRl of SoiATell A bal fb d JRoT DI of AR, 3R SeiATell of 3oIchl UG
el el 34T TGol A Jas-Adx Sta Al Forl diar ¢l &, JIoT AATel 3
39T 3R gorapdT 3|




Read India

Pratham Books was set up in 2004, as part of the Read India
movement, a nation-wide campaign to promote reading
among children. Pratham Books is a not-for-profit
organization that publishes quality books for children in
multiple Indian languages. Our mission is to see "a book in
every child's hand" and democratize the joy
of reading. If you would like to contribute
to our mission, please email us at
info@prathambooks.org.

» »

A note on the book
This book emerged from a week long workshop for children, held in Bhubaneswar in December 2010.The workshop
explored the responses of children to the tale through drawing, dance and shadow puppetry.The images that appear
in this book have been created using the drawings made by the children.

People who contributed to making the workshop possible include: Mahendra Mishra, Jatindra Nayak, Aditya Mohanty,
Das Benhur, Aruna Mohanty, Khirod Pattnaik, Gouranga Dash, A. B. Ota, Shambhu Prasad, Meenaketan Pattanaik,
Nrushinga Sahu, Sujit Mahapatra, Aditya Dash, Radheyshyam Raut, Sanket Pethkar and Siva Prasad Patra.

Workshop Organizers / Facilitators
Anant Mahapatra, Manav Jalan, Bhubaneswar; Jaganath Prasad Das, New Delhi; A. G. Rao, Ajit Rao,
Raja Mohanty, Mumbai; Sujit Roy IIT Bhubaneswar; Utpal Barua, IITGuwahati; Silicon Institute of Technology,
Bhubaneswar; Damroo, IDC, lIT Bombay; lIT Bhubaneswar; Gaurang Films (www.gaurangfilms.com).



A Bilingual Book

Bilingual books allow children to read the same story
in two languages — English and another Indian language.
It works wonderfully if the story is read first in the
language that the child is more familiar with and then
read again in the second language.
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Beginning to Read/
Read Aloud

For very young children
who are eager to begin
reading and listening to
stories

Reading
Independently
For children who
are ready to read
on their own




